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CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is January 
8th, 2002. The time is 2028 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 
Battalion. I'm conducting an interview with 
Firefighter first grade Paul Quinn of Engine 
55. We're at the quarters of Engine 55. 
Also Chief O'Donnell from the Safety 
Battalion is in the room at this time. What 
follows is the interview. 

Q. Can you just start where you were when 
you got the run. 

A. Okay. We were at a box on -- I had my 
rig parked on Church and Canal Street for I think 
it was either a gas leak or an odor of gas. I 
don't know what time that came in. It came in 
before the run, obviously, for the Trade Center. 

I guess the chief was getting ready to 

let us go, and we heard a big bang. I thought it 
was -- first, because it was a run for either a 
gas odor or a leak, that maybe something exploded 
in the street. 

The officer looked out, my officer, and 

he saw the tower. A couple floors looked like 


they were all aflame, one floor or whatever. So 
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the chief told us to go down there. He let I 
guess all the companies go to the Trade Center. 

We got down there. The officer told 
me -- when we got there, he said, "Help 7 Engine 
stretch to the standpipe. See if you can find a 
hydrant. See if you can get water." So I did 
that. I started to help 7 Engine's chauffeur. I 
put my bunker gear on and stuff. 

I looked up, and somebody said there 
was an airplane. So I thought, okay, it was a 
small Cessna or something like that that hit the 
building. I'm looking up and I say, okay, 
there's a lot of fire, but it's vented. There's 
going to be a couple of hose lines we're going to 
need to do this. 

So I helped 7 Engine. There was a guy 
in the street, and there was a civilian with him 
and another fireman. We put him in a stokes 
basket and brought him over to an ambulance on 
the southbound side of West Street, brought him 
over the median and put him in an ambulance. 

I went back to work. I was helping him 
and stretching lines. My time frame is all off. 


I can't put anything into chronological order. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. I got a line to my rig to 10 Engine, 
then hooked up into one of the buildings, and 
just the bodies were falling. It was a mess. 
Guys were coming off rigs. 

As I said, companies were coming in. I 
can't tell you what companies. I know I saw -- 
guys were taking masks. The guys were coming in. 
Extra guys were coming in off the rigs, coming in 
more than they were assigned with. They were 
getting masks from different rigs, I guess. One 
of the guys took one of the masks and the other 
guy got another mask from the rig. 

Q. Listen, this is not mandatory. If this 
is too difficult, just tell me. I'm not here to 
question you at all. 

A. Yeah, I know. 

Q. You don't have to do this. You can 
decline this. I'm not ordering you to do this. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. I feel for your position. If you find 
it too difficult, just tell me and we'll stop and 
we'll just call it a day. You don't have to do 


this. 
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A. Yeah, I know, I know. 

You're asking me what units showed up. 

Q. If you remember. 

A. I think that I saw 5 Truck. I'm not 
sure. I think I remember seeing one of the guys. 
I said, "Do you have a mask?" Now I'm looking 
for masks and stuff like this. 

I was by the rig, and somebody said the 
building's starting to come down, take off. So I 
started to run, and the north overpass, the 
pedestrian, I was kind of like there, and I got 
behind that or in front of one of the rigs. I 
was either going to go underneath it or -- I got, 
I guess, near the front grill, the front bumper. 

I stayed there until the -- it felt 
like a damn tornado. It was black for a long 
time. I was near the median, so I kind of made 
my way north. I had the dust and the soot and 
swallowing the debris, whatever you want to call 
it. My eyes hurt bad. My eyes were bad. I felt 
like I was closing them on sand paper, kind of. 

Then the other guy, Bobby, caught me. 
He kind of saw me. Made it to another ambulance 


and they gave me oxygen and I guess water and 
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stuff like that. Then they told us we had to 
evacuate that because the second building was 
going to come down. 

So I got out of there and I'm walking 
around. I'm trying to find -- I went one way -- 
I don't know where this ambulance was. I get out 
of there. It was a M.E.R.V. It had a ramp. You 
didn't step up on it. So I get out of there, and 
I'm walking around, "Where should we go?" or 
something like that. So somebody said, "No, go 
this way." So they pushed, and I guess I just 
followed the rest of the crowd or whatever. The 
second tower started to come down, I guess the 
north tower at that time. 

We made it into a construction booth, a 
construction trailer. Again it turned dark. It 
turned black. I was going to go behind that. 

But I was kind of like in the middle of a crowd 
with a bunch of cops and firemen. I made it into 
this construction trailer, and I looked out the 
window. Again, it was black. 

I tell you, my time and the sequence is 
all off. I went up to where the command post -- 


I was going to go outside and see if I could do 
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anything, but my eyes, they were hurting, they 
were burning. So every time I'd go out -- I'm 
useless if I try to go out and do something here. 
So I guess after a while -- my time is all off. 

I made it up to the command post, and I 
saw somebody. I started losing it. I eventually 
made it to Beekman Downtown Hospital, and my 
brother found me. Later on that afternoon we 
came back here. 

Q. Your brother's name is John? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. Okay. That's good? 

CHIEF MALKIN: This concludes the 

interview with Firefighter Paul Quinn. The 


time is now 2036 hours. 


